
*“Each year in the United States, February is dedicated as Black History Month.  What began as the grassroots effort of African Ameri-
can historian Carter G. Woodson has grown into a national time to honor the triumphs and struggles of African Americans  

throughout history.” 
 

As we continue our mission to “prepare every student for learning, life, and work beyond 
school,” we will need your ongoing support. This support begins with school-home part-
nerships focused on optimal student learning and growth. When families, schools, and 
communities work together, student achievement improves, teacher morale rises, 
communication increases, and family, school, and community connections multi-
ply (Jeynes, 2007).  
  
Our teachers are aligning their instruction with the Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) and the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC). During the 
spring, our students will be assessed in math, reading, and writing through the 
SBAC while the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Assessment Field 
Test will be used to test students in science. These assessments will give us specific 
data as to the academic growth of our students and challenge us to raise the bar with a 
relevant 21st century education. Our students 96% attendance rate is indicative of par-
ent involvement who not only ensure their children are present in school but, are integral 
to our students overall success. 
  
In support of our mission, please do the following: 

· Monitor assignments  

· Communicate with staff 

· Monitor activities outside the school day 

· Ensure Youth Academy Program attendance 

 

Dr. Trevor L. Ellis, Principal 
*taken from http://www.history.com 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

 

 
We are half way through the school year!  The year is 
flying by quickly and soon enough your children will be 
moving to 8

th
 grade or to the high school.  Will they be 

prepared?  Please continue to support your child (they do need your sup-
port despite what they may say!!) so that they learn the skills they need to 
be successful this year and in the year to come.  Much of the work we 
complete in middle school lays the foundation for more difficult work in 
the future.  Like a house, if the foundation isn’t strong, anything added to 
it may crack or fall.  Please continue to check your child’s homework, 
agendas and check their grades on PowerSchool.  Our children are all 
very capable but often need the adult encouragement to do their best.   

 
Ms. Goldman & Ms. Glenney 

 
 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
  

IMPORTANT DATES &       

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

   Celebrate Black History 

February  17—Presidents’ 

Day—No School  

February 18—Professional 

Development—No School 

February  20— PTO Meeting 

Arace Library, 6:00 P.M. 

February 26-3rd Marking 

Period Progress Report 

grades close 

 

 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

Regular day                             

8:05 a.m.-2:50 P.M. 

Early Dismissal                       

8:05 a.m.—12:50 P.M. 

 

390 Park Avenue 

Bloomfield, CT  06002 

Office:  860-286-2622 

Guidance:  860-286-2648 

Fax:  860-242-0347 

Nurse:  860-286-2638 

www.bloomfieldschools.org 

Dr. Trevor  L.. Ellis, Principal 
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Literacy-Mrs. Parker and Ms. Richardson: 
Our classes continue to focus on Close Reading Strategies while completing the 7th Grade Informative/Explanatory Perfor-
mance Task which includes reading and responding to: a poem, Testing New Waters by Sara Holbrook; and to the article, Jack 
Roosevelt Robinson Baseball’s First Black Superstar by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis.  Plus, the students have a one-
page Reading Worksheet to complete every week for homework. Please check these worksheets to ensure that they are com-
pleted and handed in on time. Also, to strengthen his/her reading, vocabulary and spelling skills, please encourage your child to 
read for AT LEAST 20 minutes a night. pparker@blmfld.org and jrichardson@blmfld.org  
 
Numeracy-Ms. Cote and Mr. Semanie:   
Students just completed the unit on solving equations and inequalities with rational numbers. We are beginning to work with 
ratios and proportional relationships and so far students seem to be more confident with this content. Please continue to check 
Classdojo for updates and monitor their IXL and Khan homework assignments, as these are aligned directly to what is being 
taught and practiced during class. Thank you for the support! Elizabeth Cote ecote@blmfld.org and Thom Semanie tse-
manie@blmfld.org 
Numeracy-Mrs. Murray/Ms. Willis:  
Math students continue to review solving equations with rational numbers, a topic that seems to be difficult for them. Please 
continue to monitor their IXL homework assignments as these are selected to assist them with the review they need. Mrs. Mur-
ray pmurray@blmfld.org and Ms. Willis swillis@blmfld.org    
 
World Geography-Ms. Calabro:  
Students in Ms. Calabro's classes are continuing their virtual journey around the world. The students explored the four regions 
of the United States, and presented Google Slides on the physical characteristics, natural resources, and economic activities 
in the areas. The students will continue to improve their literacy skills through annotating text to learn the physical and human 
geography of Latin America next.  hcalabro@blmfld.org  
World Geography-Mr. O’Neill: 
Students have been learning about Egypt’s history and culture. We have described different settlement patterns in that coun-
try, and how the Nile River have affected the life of Egyptians. The history and culture of Egypt have always been fascinating 
to historians. We also continue learning new vocabulary as we study Chapter 25 –North Africa. coneill@blmfld.org 
 
Science-Ms. Gore/Mr. Salmon: 
During the month of January, students were able to learn about earthquakes. We discussed how different geologic stresses 
affect earth’s surface (tension, compression, and shearing). We also learned about different devices/instruments that scien-
tists use to analyze earthquakes around the world. Finally, we learned about earthquake safety and current events revolving 
around earthquakes (ex. Puerto Rico).  Casandra Gore cgore@blmfld.org and Lincoln Salmon lsalmon@blmfld.org     

Literacy-Ms. Bunting/Mrs. Morris:   
Students will continue to understand the importance of citing textual evidence to support their thoughts and opin-
ions when reading informational texts.  In addition to a variety of non-fiction texts, we are looking forward to read-
ing, "What If This Was Your Water?" by Kristin Lewis and "Little Miss Flint" by Allison Friedman.  Students will 
compose an informative/explanatory essay in response to these texts.  
Numeracy-Mr. Gregory:   
We just finished up our unit on 3-D figures and we will be transitioning into our unit on Exponent Properties and 
Scientific Notation. The students will take the Number System IAB to assess their mastery of approximating the 
value of radical expressions this Friday. 
Numeracy-Mrs. Murray/Ms. Willis:  
Students just completed the Expressions & Equations IAB for the Unit on Linear Relations. The next unit is a Ge-
ometry Unit. Please encourage students to focus in class and complete their homework assignments which sup-
port the classroom instruction. 
Social Studies-Mr. Jennings:   
Students are engaged in the battles and outcome of the American Revolution.  They are making Cause and Ef-
fect connections and Comparing and Contrasting people and events past and present.  We have transitioned to 
the synthesis phase of Financial Literacy, students will be given an annual salary which will be applied to a 
monthly list of expenses posted in a ledger for analysis of accuracy in budgeting.   
Science-Mr. Gionfriddo:   
The students continue to explore the world of Astronomy. We have recently read about the Galilean Moons of 
Jupiter; students watched a video and took notes. The Young Manufacturing Program is underway. The students 
enjoyed a “coding” activity in the initial meeting. For the next several Thursdays the Manufacturing Program will 
meet.   
 

TEAM COLUMBIA—GRADE 7 

   TEAM HOWARD-GRADE 8 
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“EVERY 

GREAT 

DREAM 

BEGINS 

WITH A 

DREAMER.  

ALWAYS 

REMEMBER 

YOU HAVE 

WITHIN YOU 

THE 

STRENGTH, 

THE 

PATIENCE, 

AND THE 

PASSION TO 

REACH FOR 

THE STARS 

TO CHANGE 

THE 

WORLD.” 

HARRIET 

TUBMAN 
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Be your best 
Aim for success 
Never give up 
Demand excellence 

 

 
 

What effect does my at-home practice and work habits have on my performance during 
class? 
This question will be the focus for the Carmen Arace Band students the rest of the school 
year.  Efficient and productive at-home practice sessions, along with excellent work hab-
its, will lead to better music reading. Some students believe that they do not have to prac-
tice now because the next performance is months away.  This type of thinking slows down 
the entire ensemble. 
Here’s how parents can help the band members: 
 Encourage your child  to practice each day between each band class. 
 Encourage your child to come prepared to play.  Be focused. 
 Remind your child that the at-home practice sessions are similar to the daily home-

work that they receive in math or science. 
When the student is prepared for a band lesson, new skills and concepts can be 

learned.  This will give them more confidence and the willingness to want to 

progress each and every day.  

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination             

and life to everything.” ― Plato 

Miss Jones 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
Physical Education will be moving into Olympic Handball and then a popular game called Speed-
ball. Both of these games provide an anaerobic and agility work-out for those who put in the effort. 
There are many different ways to score in these games which forces the defense to think on their 
feet. Both games require skills like collabora- tion,  communication and leadership. Once we fin-
ish these two games we will be moving into our Basketball Unit. The "Do Now" exercises  contin-
ue to develop and maintain upper body strength/endurance and core strength/endurance. 

Mr. Poland & Mr. Michaud 
VISUAL ARTS: 
It's an exciting time of the year in art!  Third quarter has started and with it, new projects are on the horizon.   Mrs. Wasko's 7th 
graders are finally getting their hands dirty with clay projects. 7th grade is the year for clay sculptures and students will be choosing 
an animal to sculpt into a coin bank.  This lesson marries functional art with visual design, and students will be challenged by mak-
ing their animals hollow, balanced, and identifiable as their animal of choice. In 8th grade, Mrs. Wasko's students are learning 
about 3 different ancient cultures that used masks as art forms for ceremonial, ritual, and spiritual purposes. The masks will be 
made with plaster gauze and then painted and decorated appropriately to the culture the student chooses. Students will be incor-
porating various symbolism into their work, either by color, facial feature, or use of decorative items. 
Mr. Spencer’s students will continue to . . . Improve their knowledge of how to use the design elements; color and value, 
and design principles; contrast, emphasis, and pattern as visual characteristics, in a work of art through the creating process to 
communicate ideas, feelings, emotions, in an expressive manner and use color theory and symbols to enhance and convey mes-
sages. They will be engaged in responding to, and creating artwork that demonstrates an understanding of how the color in the 
works of Jacob Lawrence, and Vincent VanGogh, Henri Matisse, Romare Bearden, a variety of Op Art Artists and their drawings, 
paintings, and prints cause different effects and evokes different personal responses.  Students will also be able to use similar col-
or, color values, drawing, printmaking, and painting techniques in a variety of media to communicate ideas, feelings, experiences, 
and stories.   

Ms. Wasko and Mr. Spencer 

 
 

 UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—PHYSICAL EDUCATION & VISUAL ARTS 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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 UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—BAND & CHORUS 
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PTO NEWS  

Our Mission  

Enrich the education of all Carmen Arace students and to build community within  

the Carmen Arace School family. 
   

 

Save the PTO Dates 

 

Thursdays in the Arace  Library/Cafeteria, 6:00 P.M. 

 

March 26, 2020 

 

April 23, 2020 

May 21, 2020 
 

 

Contact us at AracePTO@yahoo.com. or PTO mailbox in the school office. 

MAKING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS—CLIMATE SPECIALIST  

 
Happy February!!!  
 

February is Black History Month!  Several activities are being planned for the month to honor 
history as well as to celebrate our community.  Our school community will spotlight “Random 
Acts of Kindness”  during the week of February 17-21! 
 
Thanks to all who participated in our food drives in November-December, as well as our  coat/
toiletry drive to help the homeless!  Donations of toiletries are still being accepted and may be 
brought to Mrs. Eady. 
 
Another quick survey should be coming to your emails this month from Bethany Silver, Assis-
tant Superintendent. Please take a moment to complete the survey to share your thoughts 
about our school!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Allison Glenney 

Climate Specialist 
School Climate Specialist 

860-286-2622 ext. 2016 

mailto:AracePTO@yahoo.com

